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LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Fall 2009

POLI-3517-FA: Modern Political Thought
Wednesday and Friday 1:00 PM-2:30 PM in RC 1002
Professor Aaron Park

Contact information - aapark@lakeheadu.ca
Office Hours – Friday 2:30 – 3:30 in RB 2033
MODERN POLITICAL THOUGHT
This course is designed to offer students an introduction to the political ideologies that characterise the modern world. Students will be shown why an understanding of the origins and specifics of distinct political theories is crucial for comprehending political issues today. The course will trace the major works and ideas of the essential authors of a number of ideologies including; liberalism, conservatism, socialism, nationalism, anarchism, fascism, and feminism. The important expected outcome of the course is that students have a firm knowledge of the differing ideologies and familiarity with specific author’s ideas that were essential for its construction. 

Course description 

Each topic will consist of three classes. The first session will be a lecture introducing the main ideas of the specific ideology. The second session will consist of a series (3) of presentations on specific thinkers and their main ideas. The third session will consist of a review of the ideology being discussed followed by group discussions.   

For the presentation, students will choose a specific thinker from a list provided and outline the main ideas of this theorist using primary sources when available. Below is a basic outline to assist with the presentation:

Presentation Outline: 
1) The main argument(s): 

a. What is the overall message of the writing? What is the author trying to convince you of? 

b. Can you formulate the argument into a sentence or two?  Is there a sentence or two in the text where the author formulates it? 

2) You should aim to make an assessment of the argument: 

a. Does the argument convince you? 
b. Do you think it helps us understand something fundamental about the issue at stake? 

c. What do you feel the strengths and weaknesses of the text are? 
d. Is there any particular assumption that is important for the argument that you think should be strengthened? 

3) Make sure to keep in mind the context (the period of writing or the period the writing refers to, are the social, political, economic, and religious factors affecting the argument?) 

Required Reading for this course will be taken from Hoffman and Graham’s Introduction to Political Ideologies. Any outside materials that may be required will be placed on reserve in the Lakehead University library. I prefer a participatory pedagogy and will require students to engage in thoughtful and respectful discussion based upon questions that I will provide. Whenever possible, these discussions will be conducted in groups.
The aim of this course is to gain a basic understanding of political ideology and theory. Through this basic understanding the student will be able to pursue a deeper knowledge in this field specifically and the political science discipline generally.

Grading
PARTICIPATION                                      15%

MID-TERM QUIZ


        15%


PRESENTATION

                    25%

ESSAY

                                25%

FINAL EXAMINATION                           20% 

PARTICIPATION – For each topic we will engage in class discussions concerning the specific ideology. Students will be grouped and will discuss the questions or issues provided. We will then engage in a larger class discussion. Participation will be noted and a grade assigned at the end of the term.

MID-TERM QUIZ – The Mid-term Quiz will be held on Friday, October 16th during regular class time.

PRESENTATION – Each student is responsible for the preparation and delivery of a 20 minute presentation. The student may choose the topic on a first come first serve basis from a list provided. Failure to present on the day assigned will result in no marks given. Due to the relevancy of the topic being presented on a specific day, make-up presentations will not be entertained.
ESSAY - Each student is responsible for the production of a research paper on a topic relevant to the course. The student may choose the topic and may use the same topic covered by the presentation, but is encouraged to speak with the professor regarding the suitability of the subject. 
The paper should be between 10 and 12 pages in length and use the APA Referencing Style. I expect the use of at least 10 sources and suggest limiting the use of internet sources to 2 of the 8 references used. I would also suggest that a minimum of 2 academic journal articles be used. The paper is due on November 27th. Late papers will be subject to a 2 % penalty per day and 5 % over the weekend.

FINAL EXAMINATION - The final exam will cover all topics that have been discussed throughout the course. I will have an “in-class” exam scheduled for the last day of class. 
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Hoffman, John and Graham, Paul. Introduction to Political Ideologies. Great Britain: Pearson Education Limited, 2006.

Class Schedule

Sept. 11th – Introduction

Sept. 16th – Liberalism Lecture

Sept. 18th – Liberalism Presentations – John Locke, Immanuel Kant, John Stewart Mill

Sept. 23rd – Liberalism Review and Group Discussion

Sept. 25th – Conservatism Lecture

Sept. 30th – Conservatism Presentations – David Hume, Edmund Burke, Leo Strauss

Oct. 2nd – Conservatism Review and Group Discussion

Oct. 7th – Socialism Lecture

Oct. 9th – Socialism Presentations – Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin, Rosa Luxemburg
Oct. 14th – Socialism Review and Group Discussion

Oct. 16th – Mid-term

Oct. 21st – Anarchism Lecture

Oct. 23rd – Anarchism Presentations – Michael Bakunin, Peter Kropotkin, Murray Bookchin

Oct. 28th – Anarchism Review and Group Discussion

Oct. 30th – Nationalism Lecture

Nov. 4th – Nationalism Presentations – Johann Herder, Eric Hobsbawn, Joshua Fishman
Nov. 6th – Nationalism Review and Group Discussion

Nov. 11th – Fascism Lecture

Nov. 13th – Fascism Presentations – Benito Mussolini, Giovanni Gentile, Adolf Hitler

Nov. 18th – Fascism Review and Discussion

Nov. 20th – Feminism Lecture

Nov. 25th – Feminism Presentations – Mary Wollstonecraft, Germaine Greer, Clara Zetkin

Nov. 27th – Feminism Review and Discussion

Dec. 2nd – Final Exam
